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protest by a f i r m  t h a t  would n o t  be i n  l i n e  
for award i f  t h e  protest  were upheld  is d is -  
missed because t h e  f i r m  is n o t  a n  i n t e r e s t e d  
p a r t y  under  GAO Bid Pro tes t  P rocedures .  

P h o t i c a ,  I n c .  p r o t e s t s  t h e  award o f  a c o n t r a c t  t o  
C l a y t o n  Chemica l  C o r p o r a t i o n  under  r e q u e s t  for  p r o p o s a l s  
No. DLA400-83-R-0965 i s s u e d  by t h e  Defense L o g i s t i c s  Agency 
(DLA) f o r  p h o t o g r a p h i c  f i x i n g  ba th .  P h o t i c a  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  
C l a y t o n ' s  p r o p o s a l  c o n t a i n s  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  
its a f f i l i a t i o n s  w i t h  other c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t i e s ,  i t s  s t a t u s  
as  a m i n o r i t y  b u s i n e s s  e n t e r p r i s e ,  and i t s  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  
a labor s u r p l u s  area p r e f e r e n c e .  P h o t i c a  f u r t h e r  c o n t e n d s  
t h a t  DLA treated C l a y t o n  p r e f e r e n t i a l l y  by approving  
C l a y t o n  a s  a new source o f  t h e  f i x i n g  b a t h  more q u i c k l y  
t h a n  it approved P h o t i c a  a s  a s o u r c e  l a s t  y e a r ,  Las t ,  
P h o t i c a  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  C l a y t o n ' s  p r i c e  is so l o w  t h a t  it 
c a n n o t  compe ten t ly  and r e s p o n s i b l y  pe r fo rm t h e  c o n t r a c t .  

.. W e  w i l l  n o t  c o n s i d e r  these c o n t e n t i o n s ,  

Under o u r  B i d  Protest  P r o c e d u r e s  a p a r t y  must be 
" i n t e r e s t e d "  i n  order to  have  i t s  p r o t e s t  c o n s i d e r e d  by o u r  
O f f i c e .  4 C . F . R .  S 2 1 . l ( a )  ( 1 9 8 3 ) .  W e  have c o n s i s t e n t l y  
h e l d  t h a t  a p a r t y  is n o t  in terested i f  i t  would n o t  be i n  
l i n e  for  award i f  i t s  p r o t e s t  were upheld.  - See P l u r i b u s  
P roduc t s  I n c . ,  B=219444, March 7, 1983, 83-1 C P D  226; 
Ven-Tel, I n c . ,  B-204233, March 8 ,  1982, 82-1 CPD 207. The 
r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  DLA r e c e i v e d  three o f f e r s  from 
approved s o u r c e s  w i t h  C lay ton  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  low o f f e r ,  
P h i l l i p  A. Hunt Chemica l  Co.  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  n e x t  low o f f e r  
and Phot ica  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  h i g h  o f f e r .  S i n c e  award is to  
be made t o  t h e  s u p p l i e r  o f  a n  approved  p r o d u c t  t h a t  s u b m i t s  
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the  lowest p r i c e ,  Phot i ca  would n o t  be i n  l i n e  for award i f  
the  p r o t e s t  were sus ta ined  and, consequent ly ,  i t  is n o t  an 
i n t e r e s t e d  party .  

The p r o t e s t  is d i smissed .  

Acting General Counsel 
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